
What are Angels?

What does the Bible 
say?



What are Angels?



Angels: Hebrew

מלאך

“messenger, representative”

Strongs # H4397

Translated as angel(s) and messenger(s) 
[ambassadors] equally

mal'ak

From an unused root meaning to despatch 
as a deputy; a messenger; specifically of 
God, that is, an angel (also a prophet, 
priest or teacher): - ambassador, angel, 
king, messenger.



Angels: Greek

αγγελος

“one sent, a messenger, angel.”

Strongs # G32

Almost exclusively translated as angel(s), 
only messenger(s) 7 times.

aggelos

(probably derived from G71; compare G34; 
to bring tidings); a messenger; especially 
an “angel”; by implication a pastor: - angel, 
messenger.

G71 = A primary verb; properly to lead; by 
implication to bring, drive, (reflexively) 
go…

G34 = a drove: - herd.



Cherubims: Hebrew

כרוב

“cherub, cherubim (plural)”

Strongs # H3742

An angelic being

Garden of Eden

The imagery on the Ark in the 
Tabernacle/Temple

Ezekiel’s vision

kerub

Of uncertain derivation; a cherub or 
imaginary figure: - cherub, [plural] 
cherubims.



What are Angels?

Old Testament
Angel(s)
Messenger(s)

New Testament
Angel(s)
Messenger(s)

Old Testament
Cherubim(s)



What are Angels?

They are

Messengers from an authority to another 
party

Can be angelic beings (supernatural)

Can be humans

They are not

God himself

Winged creatures

Humans in an afterlife position

Supernatural beings opposing God

Why do Angels Exist?
Agents of God to bring about his will and purpose



Mentioned Most

Revelation (53)

Judges (23)

2Kin, Zechariah, Acts (20)

2Sam (18)

Genesis (17)



God will Reveal Himself

Num 12:6-9  And he said, “Hear my words: If there is a 
prophet among you, I the LORD make myself known to 
him in a vision; I speak with him in a dream. Not so with 
my servant Moses. He is faithful in all my house. With 
him I speak mouth to mouth, clearly, and not in riddles, 
and he beholds the form of the LORD. Why then were you 
not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?” And the 
anger of the LORD was kindled against them, and he 
departed. 



God will Reveal His Purpose Before

Amo 3:6-8  Is a trumpet blown in a city, and the people 
are not afraid? Does disaster come to a city, unless the 
LORD has done it? 7  “For the Lord GOD does nothing 
without revealing his secret to his servants the 
prophets. 8  The lion has roared; who will not fear? The 
Lord GOD has spoken; who can but prophesy?”



God is visible only through 
‘messenger(s)’
Joh 1:18  No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is 
at the Father's side, he has made him known. 

Joh 6:46  not that anyone has seen the Father except he 
who is from God; he has seen the Father.

Col 1:15  He is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn of all creation. 

Heb 11:27  By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the 
anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is 
invisible. 

1Jn 4:12  No one has ever seen God; if we love one 
another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 



God is visible only through 
‘messenger(s)’
Joh 14:6-14  Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. 7  If you had known me, you would have 
known my Father also. From now on you do know him 
and have seen him.” 8  Philip said to him, “Lord, show us 
the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9  Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know 
me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. 
How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10  Do you not 
believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? 
The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own 
authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his 
works. 11  Believe me that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works 
themselves. 12  “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever 
believes in me will also do the works that I do; and 
greater works than these will he do, because I am going 
to the Father. 13  Whatever you ask in my name, this I 
will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14  If 
you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.



God only can grant immortality

1Ti 6:16  who alone has immortality, who dwells in 
unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can 
see. To him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 

1Ti 1:17  To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the 
only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 

2Ti 1:10  and which now has been manifested through 
the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished 
death and brought life and immortality to light through 
the gospel, 

1Co 15:54  When the perishable puts on the 
imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then 
shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is 
swallowed up in victory.” 



Angels Do Not Know Everything

Mar 13:32  “But concerning that day or that hour, no one 
knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father. 

1Pe 1:10-12  Concerning this salvation, the prophets who 
prophesied about the grace that was to be yours 
searched and inquired carefully, 11  inquiring what 
person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating 
when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the 
subsequent glories. 12  It was revealed to them that they 
were serving not themselves but you, in the things that 
have now been announced to you through those who 
preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent 
from heaven, things into which angels long to look. 



We will become like the Angels

Mat 22:29-30  But Jesus answered them, “You are wrong, 
because you know neither the Scriptures nor the power 
of God. 30  For in the resurrection they neither marry nor 
are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. 



First Cherubim

Gen 3:24  He drove out the man, and at the east of the 
garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming 
sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree 
of life. 



Cherub = Image (Moses’ Ark)

Exo 25:17-22  “You shall make a mercy seat of pure gold. 
Two cubits and a half shall be its length, and a cubit and 
a half its breadth. 18  And you shall make two cherubim 
of gold; of hammered work shall you make them, on the 
two ends of the mercy seat. 19  Make one cherub on the 
one end, and one cherub on the other end. Of one piece 
with the mercy seat shall you make the cherubim on its 
two ends. 20  The cherubim shall spread out their wings 
above, overshadowing the mercy seat with their wings, 
their faces one to another; toward the mercy seat shall 
the faces of the cherubim be. 21  And you shall put the 
mercy seat on the top of the ark, and in the ark you shall 
put the testimony that I shall give you. 22  There I will 
meet with you, and from above the mercy seat, from 
between the two cherubim that are on the ark of the 
testimony, I will speak with you about all that I will give 
you in commandment for the people of Israel. 



Cherub = Vehicle (David’s Song)

2Sa 22:7-14  “In my distress I called upon the LORD; to 
my God I called. From his temple he heard my voice, and 
my cry came to his ears. 8  “Then the earth reeled and 
rocked; the foundations of the heavens trembled and 
quaked, because he was angry. 9  Smoke went up from 
his nostrils, and devouring fire from his mouth; glowing 
coals flamed forth from him. 10  He bowed the heavens 
and came down; thick darkness was under his feet. 11  
He rode on a cherub and flew; he was seen on the wings 
of the wind. 12  He made darkness around him his 
canopy, thick clouds, a gathering of water. 13  Out of the 
brightness before him coals of fire flamed forth. 14  The 
LORD thundered from heaven, and the Most High uttered 
his voice. 



Cherub = Vehicle (Ezekiel’s Vision)

Eze 9:3  Now the glory of the God of Israel had gone up 
from the cherub on which it rested to the threshold of the 
house. And he called to the man clothed in linen, who 
had the writing case at his waist. 

Eze 10:1-5  Then I looked, and behold, on the expanse 
that was over the heads of the cherubim there appeared 
above them something like a sapphire, in appearance like 
a throne. 2  And he said to the man clothed in linen, “Go 
in among the whirling wheels underneath the cherubim. 
Fill your hands with burning coals from between the 
cherubim, and scatter them over the city.” And he went 
in before my eyes. 3  Now the cherubim were standing on 
the south side of the house, when the man went in, and a 
cloud filled the inner court. 4  And the glory of the LORD 
went up from the cherub to the threshold of the house, 
and the house was filled with the cloud, and the court 
was filled with the brightness of the glory of the LORD. 5  
And the sound of the wings of the cherubim was heard as 
far as the outer court, like the voice of God Almighty 
when he speaks. 



Elijah - Chariot of Fire

2Ki 2:11-12  And as they still went on and talked, behold, 
chariots of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 12  
And Elisha saw it and he cried, “My father, my father! 
The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw him 
no more. Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore 
them in two pieces. 



First Angel (mal'ak)

Gen 16:7-10  The angel of the LORD found her by a 
spring of water in the wilderness, the spring on the way 
to Shur. 8  And he said, “Hagar, servant of Sarai, where 
have you come from and where are you going?” She said, 
“I am fleeing from my mistress Sarai.” 9  The angel of the 
LORD said to her, “Return to your mistress and submit to 
her.” 10  The angel of the LORD also said to her, “I will 
surely multiply your offspring so that they cannot be 
numbered for multitude.” 



Jacob’s Dream

Gen 28:11-13  And he came to a certain place and stayed 
there that night, because the sun had set. Taking one of 
the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay 
down in that place to sleep. 12  And he dreamed, and 
behold, there was a ladder set up on the earth, and the 
top of it reached to heaven. And behold, the angels of 
God were ascending and descending on it! 13  And 
behold, the LORD stood above it and said, “I am the 
LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of 
Isaac. The land on which you lie I will give to you and to 
your offspring.



First Messenger (mal'ak)

Gen 32:1-6  Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God 
met him. 2  And when Jacob saw them he said, “This is 
God's camp!” So he called the name of that place 
Mahanaim. 3  And Jacob sent messengers before him to 
Esau his brother in the land of Seir, the country of 
Edom, 4  instructing them, “Thus you shall say to my lord 
Esau: Thus says your servant Jacob, ‘I have sojourned 
with Laban and stayed until now. 5  I have oxen, donkeys, 
flocks, male servants, and female servants. I have sent to 
tell my lord, in order that I may find favor in your 
sight.’” 6  And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, 
“We came to your brother Esau, and he is coming to 
meet you, and there are four hundred men with him.” 



Jacob Wrestles an Angel

Gen 32:24-30  And Jacob was left alone. And a man 
wrestled with him until the breaking of the day. 25  When 
the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he 
touched his hip socket, and Jacob's hip was put out of 
joint as he wrestled with him. 26  Then he said, “Let me 
go, for the day has broken.” But Jacob said, “I will not let 
you go unless you bless me.” 27  And he said to him, 
“What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28  Then he 
said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but 
Israel, for you have striven with God and with men, and 
have prevailed.” 29  Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell 
me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my 
name?” And there he blessed him. 30  So Jacob called the 
name of the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God 
face to face, and yet my life has been delivered.” 



The Two Spies = Messengers

Jos 6:15-17  On the seventh day they rose early, at the 
dawn of day, and marched around the city in the same 
manner seven times. It was only on that day that they 
marched around the city seven times. 16  And at the 
seventh time, when the priests had blown the trumpets, 
Joshua said to the people, “Shout, for the LORD has given 
you the city. 17  And the city and all that is within it shall 
be devoted to the LORD for destruction. Only Rahab the 
prostitute and all who are with her in her house shall live, 
because she hid the messengers whom we sent. 



Angel = Captain of God’s Army 
('ııysh)
Jos 5:13-15  When Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted up his 
eyes and looked, and behold, a man was standing before 
him with his drawn sword in his hand. And Joshua went to 
him and said to him, “Are you for us, or for our 
adversaries?” 14  And he said, “No; but I am the 
commander of the army of the LORD. Now I have come.” 
And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped 
and said to him, “What does my lord say to his 
servant?” 15  And the commander of the LORD's army 
said to Joshua, “Take off your sandals from your feet, for 
the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did 
so. 



Hidden / Revealed / Fear

Jdg 6:21-23  Then the angel of the LORD reached out the 
tip of the staff that was in his hand and touched the meat 
and the unleavened cakes. And fire sprang up from the 
rock and consumed the meat and the unleavened cakes. 
And the angel of the LORD vanished from his sight. 22  
Then Gideon perceived that he was the angel of the 
LORD. And Gideon said, “Alas, O Lord GOD! For now I 
have seen the angel of the LORD face to face.” 23  But 
the LORD said to him, “Peace be to you. Do not fear; you 
shall not die.” 



Hidden / Revealed / Fear

Jdg 13:20-23  And when the flame went up toward 
heaven from the altar, the angel of the LORD went up in 
the flame of the altar. Now Manoah and his wife were 
watching, and they fell on their faces to the ground. 21  
The angel of the LORD appeared no more to Manoah and 
to his wife. Then Manoah knew that he was the angel of 
the LORD. 22  And Manoah said to his wife, “We shall 
surely die, for we have seen God.” 23  But his wife said to 
him, “If the LORD had meant to kill us, he would not have 
accepted a burnt offering and a grain offering at our 
hands, or shown us all these things, or now announced to 
us such things as these.” 



Angel = Messenger = One Sent

A common theme which can be easily established is the formality of these 
messengers.  They are sent by those in authority to deliver a message to 
others.

They can be

• Angelic beings with great power from God

• Humans sent as ambassadors



First Angel (aggelos)

Mat 1:20  But as he considered these things, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your 
wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. 



Gabriel

Luk 1:11-12,19  And there appeared to him an angel of 
the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of 
incense. 12  And Zechariah was troubled when he saw 
him, and fear fell upon him. 19  And the angel answered 
him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I 
was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good 
news. 



Gabriel

Luk 1:26-33  In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was 
sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27  to 
a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of 
the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28  
And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, 
the Lord is with you!” 29  But she was greatly troubled at 
the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this 
might be. 30  And the angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31  And 
behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you shall call his name Jesus. 32  He will be great 
and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord 
God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33  
and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of 
his kingdom there will be no end.” 



Gabriel (Old Testament)

Dan 8:15-17  When I, Daniel, had seen the vision, I 
sought to understand it. And behold, there stood before 
me one having the appearance of a man. 16  And I heard 
a man's voice between the banks of the Ulai, and it 
called, “Gabriel, make this man understand the 
vision.” 17  So he came near where I stood. And when he 
came, I was frightened and fell on my face. But he said to 
me, “Understand, O son of man, that the vision is for the 
time of the end.” 



John the Baptist = Messenger

Mat 11:7-11  As they went away, Jesus began to speak to 
the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into 
the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 10  
This is he of whom it is written, “‘Behold, I send my 
messenger before your face, who will prepare your way 
before you.’ 11  Truly, I say to you, among those born of 
women there has arisen no one greater than John the 
Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of 
heaven is greater than he. 



Birth of Jesus

Luk 2:8-15  And in the same region there were shepherds 
out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9  And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
filled with great fear. 10  And the angel said to them, 
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy 
that will be for all the people. 11  For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord. 12  And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 
manger.” 13  And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and 
saying, 14  “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 15  When 
the angels went away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which 
the Lord has made known to us.” 



Resurrection

Mat 28:1-7  Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of 
the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to see the tomb. 2  And behold, there was a 
great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended 
from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat 
on it. 3  His appearance was like lightning, and his 
clothing white as snow. 4  And for fear of him the guards 
trembled and became like dead men. 5  But the angel 
said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you 
seek Jesus who was crucified. 6  He is not here, for he has 
risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7  
Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen 
from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to 
Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.”



Angels (aner)

Act 1:9-11  And when he had said these things, as they 
were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him 
out of their sight. 10  And while they were gazing into 
heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in 
white robes, 11  and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up 
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you 
saw him go into heaven.” 



Hidden Angels

Heb 13:2  Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, 
for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. 



Abraham and Three Angels

Gen 18:1-3  And the LORD appeared to him by the oaks 
of Mamre, as he sat at the door of his tent in the heat of 
the day. 2  He lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, 
three men were standing in front of him. When he saw 
them, he ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed 
himself to the earth 3  and said, “O Lord, if I have found 
favor in your sight, do not pass by your servant. 



Abraham and Three Angels

Gen 18:16-21  Then the men set out from there, and they 
looked down toward Sodom. And Abraham went with 
them to set them on their way. 17  The LORD said, “Shall 
I hide from Abraham what I am about to do, 18  seeing 
that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty 
nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in 
him? 19  For I have chosen him, that he may command 
his children and his household after him to keep the way 
of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice, so that 
the LORD may bring to Abraham what he has promised 
him.” 20  Then the LORD said, “Because the outcry 
against Sodom and Gomorrah is great and their sin is 
very grave, 21  I will go down to see whether they have 
done altogether according to the outcry that has come to 
me. And if not, I will know.” 



Abraham and Three Angels

Gen 18:22-33  So the men turned from there and went 
toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood before the 
LORD. 23  Then Abraham drew near and said, “Will you 
indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 33  
And the LORD went his way, when he had finished 
speaking to Abraham, and Abraham returned to his 
place. 



“Challenging Passages”

Mat 25:41  “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from 
me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and 
his angels. 

2Pe 2:4  For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but 
cast them into hell and committed them to chains of gloomy 
darkness to be kept until the judgment; 

Jud 1:6  And the angels who did not stay within their own 
position of authority, but left their proper dwelling, he has 
kept in eternal chains under gloomy darkness until the 
judgment of the great day—

Rev 12:7  Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels 
fighting against the dragon. And the dragon and his angels 
fought back, 



Understanding Angels/Gods/People

Joh 10:34-36  Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your 
Law, ‘I said, you are gods’? 35  If he called them gods to 
whom the word of God came—and Scripture cannot be 
broken— 36  do you say of him whom the Father consecrated 
and sent into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because I 
said, ‘I am the Son of God’? 

Psa 82:6-7  I said, “You are gods, sons of the Most High, all of 
you; 7  nevertheless, like men you shall die, and fall like any 
prince.” 



What are Angels?

Sent by God

Angels are messengers

Angels can be angelic powerful beings sent 
by God

Angels can be humans with no power

Angels bear God’s name, are called by his 
name

Angels speak on God’s behalf

We will not know we see an angel unless 
they reveal themselves to us

Angels are sent in dreams/visions

Angels are sent in person

Sent by Others

Angels are messengers

Angels are humans with no power
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