


Isa 43:9 Let all the nations be gathered
together, and let the people be assembled:
who among them can declare this, and
shew us former things? let them bring forth
their witnesses, that they may be justified:
or let them hear, and say, It is truth.

18 Remember ye not the former things,
neither consider the things of old.



Isa. 43:11 |, even |, am the LORD; and
beside me there is no saviour.

25 |, even |, am he that blotteth out thy
transgressions for mine own sake, and will
not remember thy sins. 26 Put me in
remembrance: let us plead together:
declare thou, that thou mayest be justified.
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(YLT) by faith we understand the ages to have
been prepared by a saying of God, in regard to
the things seen not having come out of things

Heb 11:3 Through faith we understand that _
appearing;

the worlds were framed by the word of God,
so that things which are seen were not made

of things which do appear. (Diaglott) In faith we perceive that the ages
have been so thoroughly adjusted by God’s
command



Primary sources provide first-hand
testimony or direct evidence concerning a
topic under investigation. They are created
by witnhesses or recorders who experienced
the events or conditions being documented.

Often these sources are created at the time
when the events or conditions are occurring,
but primary sources can also include
autobiographies, memoirs, and oral histories
recorded later.

Primary sources are characterized by their
content, regardless of the format available.
(Handwritten notes could be published; the
published book might be digitized or put on
microfilm, but those notes are still primary
sources in any format).



There can be no doubt that
archaeology has confirmed the
substantial historicity of Old

Testament tradition.

— William 7. Albnight —
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Author # of Copies Time Span

Plato (Tetralogies) 1,200 years

Pliny the Younger (History) 750 years

Homer (lliad) 643 500 years









NOT ONE archaeological discovery has EVER
contradicted or cast doubt on a Biblical reference,
all have CONFIRMED its accuracy!






Historical Accuracy of
Luke

He wrote: | began with a mind unfavourable to it
[Acts], for the ingenuity and apparent completeness
of the Tubingen theory had at one time quite
convinced me. It did not then in my line of life to
investigate the subject minutely; but more recently |
found myself often brought into contact with the
Book of Acts as an authority for the topography,
antiquities, and society of Asia Minor. It was gradually
borne in upon me that in various details the narrative
showed marvellous truth




Historical Accuracy of
Luke

Luke's accuracy is demonstrated by the fact that he
names key historical figures in the correct time
sequence as well as correct titles to government
officials in various areas: Thessalonica, politarchs;
Ephesus, temple wardens; Cyprus, procouncil; and
Malta, the first man of the island.



Politarch
Inscriptions

Luk 1:1-4 Forasmuch as many
have taken in hand to set forth
in order a declaration of those
things which are most surely
believed among us, 2 Even as
they delivered them unto us,
which from the beginning
were eyewitnesses, and
ministers of the word; 3 It
seemed good to me also,
having had perfect
inderstanding of all things
the very first, to write
\~ in order, most
ptalheophilus, 4 That




Solomon’s
Copper Mines

In the Bible, King Solomon is
said to have been rich in
precious metals, and to have
used vast quantities of copper
for features of his Jerusalem
temple, such as the “molten
sea,” a giant basin that rested on
the backs of 12 metal oxen. But
the phrase “King Solomon’s
mines” actually appears
nowhere in the Bible. It was
coined by the novelist.
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Proving or disproving the Bible, Glueck said, was a fool’s
errand. “Those people are essentially of little faith who seek
through archaeological corroboration of historical source
materials in the Bible to validate its religious teachings and
spiritual insights,” he wrote in Rivers in the Desert, and he
probably should have left it there. Instead, he continued: “As
a matter of fact, however, it may be categorically stated that
no archaeological discovery has ever controverted a Biblical
reference.” In other words, archaeology didn’t have to prove
the Bible’s account of history, but it did prove it, or at least
never disproved it—and he himself, he wrote with pride, had
“discovered Solomon’s copper mines.”




What Ben-Yosef has produced isn’t an argument for or against the historical accuracy of
the Bible but a critique of his own profession. Archaeology, he argues, has overstated its
authority. Entire kingdoms could exist under our noses, and archaeologists would never
find a trace. Timna is an anomaly that throws into relief the limits of what we can know.
The treasure of the ancient mines, it turns out, is humility.



|. { r| 'E' . e’ L =¥
LU F-— ,,F,'f Py

i FH
¥4

B 1e b ey

50 =f§{lrli.'-f' k -1.1"? .J;E_'d'-.:,f 1;.:4"' ;li ‘

Mesha Stele : e 4 s-.

'?"II 'ﬁ"“i""il S PpE o

‘1:1 5.5.4 Jr,-'*"“ B4 ol 0 :: _
Mesha (Il Kings 3) king of Moab R 1 il e 4,.-' ;lﬁfr ;L1
contemporary with Omri dynasty of RS Ll R U S 1T PN PR
Israel, waged war with Israel. g e W AR Al SANGEERL
Attested to in Mesha Stele, Mesha o RGN L el :

waged war with an Omri dynasty king. s ve S g r ’;
45 i :j._' e rl ..u.-.n ¥ -:{ _.l:} "':.r

il o O AR Jrh.-#.l'ri’ b

_. ‘-::L-:'Hrt..il"‘-'" L u '“f".{fﬂ' ETEN |; i)

Omri (I Kings 16, 1l Kings 8, Micha 6, | 4 *ﬁ "’:,;? th}'-ﬂ‘# ::-; ’ffpf};.f;
Chronicles 7,9, 27; 1l Chronicles 22)King -H‘J .r';afﬁ"' rhiT r'l'.-J i1 ‘I FriLd

of Israel, founder of Omride Dynasty - ; sy E‘ﬁ Fagd BT el m‘f f

Name mentioned on Mesha Stele, ; H I;# B s P‘} ‘Hf@" /3

. . i ,- 1 A ¢ ;
dynasty (House of Omri) referred to in .Ii ) "":' ?IL 1"1: ‘Ft, & ';-.,f
. 0 | I 'b ! .lll ; f :Ir!_?"l "'ll'-'.l
several Assyrian cuneiform texts. 48 ! e e ] ST




IE'H{“}IG_“- ;
ferusalem

=

The
Mesha
Stele

This engraved stone contains a
royal inscription by Mesha, king
of Moab during the ninth century
BC. It celebrates Mesha's victory
over the “son [or descendant] of

Omri,” probably Joram (Jehoram). BE‘EFShEba "'!
—‘-ﬂ\_‘___)__‘__
-""'--\-\._ ’__,_/—"‘/_d

In boasting of his victories, Mesha gives
glory to Chemosh—the chief god of the
Moabites—and describes his looting of the
temple vessels of Judah. The stele contains

et cuiite o1 1 O Tasrmant. “In boasting of his victories, Mesha gives glory to
Chemosh — The chief god of the Moabites —and
The stele supports the biblical account of describes hiS IOOting Of the temple VQSSE'S Of JUdah-

events during Joram's reign of Israel.

Second Kings 3:21-27 describes the king of h I H f f o h h 124 . d f h O I d
Moab offering his son as a sacrifice, after The earliest reference of “Yahweh™ outside of the

which "great wrath came upon Israel.” On

the stele, Mesha credits his god, Chemosh

as conquleling his enemies, ' Te Sta m e nt .

GRAPHIC BY KARBEL MULTIMEDIA, COPYRIGHT 2011 LOGOS BIBLE SOF TWARE
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Assyrian Empire

The Greek historian Diodorus Siculus
lived 2,000 years ago. Nineveh, he
claimed, was a quadrangular city; the
four sides totaled 480 stadia in length.
That is a circumference of 60 miles [96
km]! The Bible gives a similar picture,
describing Nineveh as a great city “with
a walking distance of three days.” —
Jonah 3:3.

Bible critics of the 19th century refused
to believe that an unknown city of the
ancient world could have been that
large. They also said that if Nineveh ever

existed, it must have been part of an
ancient civilization that nreceded










Annals of
Sennacherib

Sennacherib's death is also
recorded on a Babylonian
inscription which reads:

"On the 20th day of Tebet, his sons
revolted against him and they killed
their father, Sennacherib. ... On
the 18th day of Sivan, Esarhaddon,
his son, became king."
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Cuneiform tablet with part
of the Babylonian Chronicle

British museum, Neo-Babylonian (550-400 BC)
From Babylon, southern Iraq
Nebuchadnezzar Il's campaigns in the west

This tablet is one of a series that summarizes the
principal events of each year from 747 BC to at
least 280 BC. Each entry is separated by a
horizontal line and begins with a reference to
the year of reign of the king in question.



Cuneiform tablet with part of
the Nabonidus Chronicle

Neo-Babylonian dynasty, about 530-400 BC
Probably from Babylon, southern Iraq
The fall of a dynasty

This tablet forms part of a series, and
summarizes the principal events of each year
from the accession of Nabonidus in 556 until the
530s BC. The chronicle stresses that Nabonidus
was absent in Arabia for much of his reign,
thereby interrupting performances of the annual
spring festival in Babylon where the king’s
presence was essential.



Tel Dan Stele
(858-824BC)

Israel Period of the Kings - Language: Aramaic - Tel Dan,
Galilee - Location: Israel Museum, Jerusalem

Excavated by: Avraham Biran 1994

1 Kings 8:16 - “Since the day that | brought forth my people
Israel out of Egypt, | chose no city out of all the tribes of
Israel to build an house, that my name might be therein;
but | chose David to be over my people Israel.”

Fragments of the Aramaic stele

Fragments of a large inscribed basalt stele were found in
the square located in front of the Israelite city gate
complex. The largest of these fragments measures 32 x 22
cm. and, of the original inscription, thirteen lines have been
partially preserved. The language is ancient Aramaic.







There are
Many More






The Bible — Proven
Historically Accurate
Over and Over Again

Isa 45:18 For thus says the
LORD, who created the
heavens (he is God!), who
formed the earth and made
it (he established it; he did
not create it empty, he
formed it to be inhabited!):
“I am the LORD, and there is
no other. (ESV)



"I know of no finding in archaeology
that’s properly confirmed which is in
opposition to the Scriptures. The
Bible is the most accurate history
textbook the world has ever seen.”

- Dr Clifford Wilson, formerly
director of the Australian Institute
of Archaeology (quote obtained
from: Archaeologist Speaks Out)



"Through the wealth of data
uncovered by historical and
archaeological research, we are
able to measure the Bible's
historical accuracy. In every case
where its claims can thus be tested,
the Bible proves to be accurate and
reliable."”

- Dr. Jack Cottrell, The Authority of
the Bible (Grand Rapids: Baker
Book House, 1979), pp. 48-49.




"In every instance where the findings of
archaeology pertain to the Biblical record,
the archaeological evidence confirms,
sometimes in detailed fashion, the
historical accuracy of Scripture. In those
instances where the archaeological
findings seem to be at variance with the
Bible, the discrepancy lies with the
archaeological evidence, i.e., improper
interpretation, lack of evidence, etc. -- not
with the Bible."

- Dr. Bryant C. Wood, archaeologist,
Associates for Biblical Research [1]
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"The reader may rest assured that
nothing has been found [by
archaeologists] to disturb a
reasonable faith, and nothing has
been discovered which can
disprove a single theological
doctrine. We no longer trouble
ourselves with attempts to
'harmonize' religion and science, or
to 'prove’ the Bible. The Bible can
stand for itself."

- Dr. William F. Albright, eminent
archeologist who confirmed the
authenticity of the Dead Sea Scrolls
following their discovery




"There can be no
doubt that
archaeology has
confirmed the
substantial historicity
of Old Testament
tradition.”

- Dr. William F.
Albright, Archaeology
and the Religions of
Israel. Johns Hopkins
University Press,
Baltimore, 1956, p.
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"On the whole, however,
archaeological work has
unguestionably strengthened
confidence in the reliability of
the Scriptural record. More
than one archaeologist has
found his respect for the Bible
increased by the experience of
excavation in
Palestine....Archaeology has in
many cases refuted the views
of modern critics. It has shown,
in a number of instances, that
these views rest on false
assumptions and unreal,
artificial schemes of historical
development. This is a real







"It is therefore legitimate to say that, in
respect of that part of the Old Testament
against which the disintegrating criticism
of the last half of the nineteenth century
was chiefly directed, the evidence of
archaeology has been to reestablish its
authority and likewise to augment its
value by rendering it more intelligible
through a fuller knowledge of its
background and setting. Archaeology has
not yet said its last word, but the results
already achieved confirm what faith
would suggest — that the Bible can do
nothing but gain from an increase in
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"I set out to look for truth on the
borderland where Greece and Asia
meet, and found it there. You may
press the words of Luke in a degree
beyond any other historian's and
they stand the keenest scrutiny and
the hardest treatment.”

- Sir William Ramsey (eminent
archaeologists who changed his
mind regarding Luke after extensive
study in the field), (1915), The
Bearing of Recent Discovery on the
Trustworthiness of the New
Testament (Grand Rapids, Ml: Baker,
1975 reprint), page 89.




“Luke is a historian of the first rank;
not merely are his statements of
facts trustworthy; he is possessed of
the true historic sense...In short this
author should be placed along with
the very greatest of historians.”

- Sir William Ramsey (archaeologist),
The Bearing of Recent Discovery on
the Trustworthiness of the New
Testament, 1915, pages 81, 222



