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Are you saved by just calling on 
Jesus’ name?
Scripture Reading: Romans 10:5-17 (ESV)
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Challenges

How do we understand the question?


What does the Bible say?
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Assumptions
Altar Call: https://youtu.be/qYL2ZuLwVXQ?si=mRqRhC7Z5i7GNm-K&t=40 


[Time: 0:40-1:47]

3

https://youtu.be/qYL2ZuLwVXQ?si=mRqRhC7Z5i7GNm-K&t=40
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qYL2ZuLwVXQ


Assumptions
Sinner’s Prayer: https://lp.billygraham.org/find-peace-with-god/ 

Dear God, 

I know I’m a sinner, and I ask for your forgiveness. 
I believe Jesus Christ is Your Son. I believe that He died 

for my sin and that you raised Him to life. 
I want to trust Him as my Savior and follow Him as Lord, 

from this day forward. Guide my life and help me to do your will. 

I pray this in the name of Jesus.  

Amen. 
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https://lp.billygraham.org/find-peace-with-god/


Key points to consider…

Things like altar calls and single prayers may be helpful, but not sufficient


We are commanded to repent AND be baptized


Repentance is a lifelong process that we repeat regularly and often
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Defining the question…

“Are you saved JUST by calling on Jesus’ name?’ 

1. Does calling on Jesus’ name save you?

2. What does “saved” mean?

3. Is ONLY calling on his name sufficient?

4. How does baptism reflect calling?

6



1. Does calling on Jesus’ name 
save you?
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(Acts 4:11-12 ESV)

“This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the 
builders, which has become the cornerstone. And there is 
salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”
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(Acts 3:6-7 ESV)

“But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I 
give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up 
and walk!” And he took him by the right hand and raised him 
up, and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong.”
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(Romans 10:13 ESV)

“For “everyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord will be saved.””
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(Joel 2:1-2 ESV)

“Blow a trumpet in Zion; sound an alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants 
of the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming; it is near, 

 a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness! Like blackness 
there is spread upon the mountains a great and powerful people; their like has 
never been before, nor will be again after them through the years of all 
generations.”
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(Joel 2:30-32 ESV)

““And I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and 
columns of smoke. The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, 
before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. And it shall come to pass 
that everyone who calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved. For in Mount 
Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who escape, as the LORD has said, 
and among the survivors shall be those whom the LORD calls.”
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(Joel 2:12-13 ESV)

““Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your 
heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 

 and rend your hearts and not your garments.” Return to the LORD 
your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over disaster.”
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(Romans 3:23-24 ESV)

“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,”
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2. What does “saved” mean?
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(Joel 2:26-27 ESV)

““You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD your 
God, who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall never again be 
put to shame. 

 You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the LORD your God 
and there is none else. And my people shall never again be put to shame.”
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(Genesis 4:25-26 ESV)

“And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and called his 
name Seth, for she said, “God has appointed for me another 
offspring instead of Abel, for Cain killed him.” To Seth also a son 
was born, and he called his name Enosh. At that time people 
began to call upon the name of the LORD.”
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(Exodus 34:6-7 ESV)

“The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD, a God 
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and 
faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children’s children, to the third and 
the fourth generation.””
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(Deuteronomy 26:16-19 ESV)

““This day the LORD your God commands you to do these statutes and rules. You shall therefore be 
careful to do them with all your heart and with all your soul. You have declared today that the 
LORD is your God, and that you will walk in his ways, and keep his statutes and his 
commandments and his rules, and will obey his voice. And the LORD has declared today that you 
are a people for his treasured possession, as he has promised you, and that you are to keep all his 
commandments, and that he will set you in praise and in fame and in honor high above all nations 
that he has made, and that you shall be a people holy to the LORD your God, as he promised.””
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(Genesis 12:1-8 ESV)

“Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless 
you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless 
you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed.” 

So Abram went, as the LORD had told him […] 
Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he 

built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. From there he moved to the hill 
country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the 
east. And there he built an altar to the LORD and called upon the name of the LORD.”

20



(Genesis 17:9-11 ESV)

“And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and 
your offspring after you throughout their generations. This is my covenant, 
which you shall keep, between me and you and your offspring after you: Every 
male among you shall be circumcised. You shall be circumcised in the flesh of 
your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and you.”
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(Romans 4:9-13 ESV)

“Is this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? For we say that faith was 
counted to Abraham as righteousness. How then was it counted to him? Was it before or after he had 
been circumcised? It was not after, but before he was circumcised. He received the sign of circumcision 
as a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. The purpose was to 
make him the father of all who believe without being circumcised, so that righteousness would be 
counted to them as well, and to make him the father of the circumcised who are not merely circumcised 
but who also walk in the footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham had before he was circumcised. 

For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come through the 
law but through the righteousness of faith.”
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(Deuteronomy 8:5-7 ESV)

“Know then in your heart that, as a man disciplines his son, the LORD 
your God disciplines you. So you shall keep the commandments of 
the LORD your God by walking in his ways and by fearing him. For the 
LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of 
water, of fountains and springs, flowing out in the valleys and hills,”
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3. Is ONLY calling on Jesus’ 
name sufficient?
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(James 2:21-24 ESV)

“Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac 
on the altar? You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was 
completed by his works; and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham 
believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”—and he was called a 
friend of God. You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone.”
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(Luke 8:21 ESV)

“But he answered them, “My mother and 
my brothers are those who hear the word 
of God and do it.””
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4. How does obedience in 
baptism reflect calling?
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(Mark 16:15-16 ESV)

“…“Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the 
whole creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will 
be saved, but whoever does not believe will be 
condemned.”
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(Acts 2:38-39 ESV)

“…“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children 
and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls 
to himself.””
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(Titus 3:3-7 ESV)

“For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and 
pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another. But 
when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not 
because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the 
washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life.”
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Summary and Conclusion
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(Romans 10:14-17 ESV)

“How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 
believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 
someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, 
“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” But they have not all 
obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from 
us?” So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.”
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