The Fall of Jerusalem - The Rise of Palestine
l. Setting the Stage

After centuries of prophecy, warning, and rebellion, the Jewish nation faced its final collapse under Roman rule. What
began as a series of revolts ended in national destruction, scattering, and renaming—a calculated attempt to erase
Israel’s identity from the earth.

Luke 21:24
“They will fall by the edge of the sword and be led captive among all nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot
by the Gentiles...”

Il. The First Jewish Revolt (AD 66-70)

Background:
Years of Roman oppression, heavy taxation, and Jewish nationalism erupted into open revolt. Zealots and rebel factions
fortified Jerusalem, expecting divine deliverance.

Siege of Jerusalem:

Roman general Titus (son of Emperor Vespasian) surrounded the city. Famine, civil war, and brutality tore the city apart
from within.

In AD 70, Roman legions burned Jerusalem, destroyed the Temple, and ended Jewish political independence.

Fulfillment of Prophecy:

Matthew 24:2 - “Not one stone will be left upon another.”
Daniel 9:26 — “The people of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary.”

Result:
Jerusalem lay in ruins. The Temple—the heart of Jewish worship—was gone. Survivors were enslaved or dispersed
throughout the empire.

lll. The Second Revolt: Bar Kokhba (AD 132-135)

The Final Blow:
Sixty years later, a messianic leader named Simon Bar Kokhba led another uprising against Rome. For three years, the
Jews regained brief control—but Emperor Hadrian retaliated with overwhelming force.

Aftermath:
¢ Hundreds of thousands of Jews killed
e Survivors enslaved or scattered
e Jews banned from entering Jerusalem on pain of death
e Cityrenamed Aelia Capitolina (“Hadrian’s City,” dedicated to Jupiter)
e The province renamed Syria Palaestina, recalling Israel’s ancient enemies, the Philistines

IV. The Erasure of Israel’s Identity

These were not accidental renamings—they were deliberate acts of cultural and religious extermination.
Rome sought to erase every trace of the Jewish nation from geography, history, and memory.
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UN Genocide Convention (1948):
“Acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group.”

By this definition, Rome’s campaign was a form of ancient genocide—not just military conquest, but a total erasure of
identity.

V. The Dispersion and Its Legacy

e Jews dispersed across the Roman Empire—Europe, Africa, and Asia.

e National sovereignty lost for nearly 1900 years.

e Persecution became a constant theme in Jewish history.

o Believers saw these events as divine confirmation of Christ’s prophecy in Luke 21 and Matthew 24.
Deuteronomy 28:64 — “The LORD will scatter you among all peoples, from one end of the earth to the other...”

VI. The Rise of “Palestine”

When Rome renamed Judea as Syria Palaestina, the intent was clear:
e To mock Jewish heritage, replacing “Israel” with the name of its ancient enemies.
e Overtime, the name “Palestine” became attached to the region and persisted through history
e Today, the name carries political and ideological weight—but its origin was of erasure, not identity.

VIl. Common Misunderstandings Today

Modern media often uses “Palestine” as if it were a continuous, ancient national identity.

In truth, it was a Roman invention, imposed after the genocidal destruction of the Jewish people.

This misunderstanding shapes much of today’s political dialogue—yet the biblical and historical roots tell a very
different story.

VIIl. Reflection for us as Believers

Even amid destruction, God’s purpose continued:

e Israel’s fall made way for the Gospel to go to the nations (Romans 11:11).

e The loss of the Temple shifted worship from ritual to spirit and truth (John 4:23).

e The “times of the Gentiles” began, awaiting return of the Lord Jesus Christ and the restoration of Israel.
Romans 11:26 — “And so all Israel shall be saved...”

IX. Key Takeaways

The Fall of Jerusalem (AD 70) marked the end of national Israel’s independence.

Hadrian’s actions (AD 132-135) intentionally erased Jewish identity and renamed the land.
“Palestine” was not a historical homeland but a Roman political tool.

Modern misreadings of history obscure the biblical and prophetic truths.

God’s promises Israel’s dispersion was not the end, but part of a divine plan leading to restoration.
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Suggested Scriptures for Study

o Luke 19:41-44 e Deuteronomy 28:63-68
e Luke21:20-24 e Romans 9-11
e Daniel 9:24-27
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